Kemains of the Dag
by K azuo ]shiguro

A compe”ing Psgchological studg and a Portrait of a . 1

vanished social order. Stevens, an elclerl9 butler who has

spent 50 years in the service of | ord Darlington, =
ruminates on the Past and inadvcrtentlg slackens his rigid

grip on his emotions to confront the central issues of his Kanid
life. Glacia”g reser\/ed, snobbish and humor]ess, Stevcns IShlgif;:O

has devoted his life to his conccpt of dutﬂ and The Remains

res!:)onsibilitg, hoping to reach the Pirmacle of his of the Dﬂ}'

Progcssion througlﬁ tota”g selfless dedication and a b ‘
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ruthless suPPression of sentiment.

Having made a virtue of stoic dignitg, he is Prouc! of his imPassive response to his
father's death and his "correct” behavior with the sPunkg former housckcepcr, Miss
K enton. lshiguro builds 5tcvens’s character with Precisel9 controlled c]ctails,
creating irong as the butler unwittinglg reveals his Pathetic selﬁ&eception. In the
Poignant denouement, Stevens Eelate&]g realizes that he has wasted his life in blind

service to a foolish man and that he has never discovered "the keg to human warmth.”

Tl‘lC book group will be meeting on
Moncﬂag the 7th of Februarg at 7Pm
] look forward to hearing your thoug}ﬂts
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